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the same philological type, and "group" to divisions of the cluster.
People speaking one language of a group, the smallest of Doke's
sub-divisions, can easily learn to understand those who speak
another language of the same group.1

North of the Bantu area in a belt south of the Sahara, stretching
from the Atlantic coast to the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, is the
Sudanic family of languages. These languages, doubtless con-
nected distantly with the Bantu, are, however, of a very different
type. They possess certain characteristics of construction hi
common, but are not so apparently related to each other as are
members of the Bantu family. Indeed, so diverse do they appear
that it is only comparatively recent research that has made clear
any affinity among them. Within this wide field again, are divi-
sions and sub-divisions each containing an unnumbered collec-
tion of languages, and it is the regular thing to find that speakers
of neighbouring languages of this area do not understand each
other's speech. North and East of the Sudanic area lie the
Semitic and Hamitic languages on which we have more infor-
mation. The Nilotic and Nilo-Hamitic languages form two other
groups and are classed with the Bantu and Sudanic languages
as Negro languages. There are also border-line languages,
between and within the Bantu and Sudanic areas and "mixed"
languages such as Hausa which is Hamitic in structure and
mainly Sudanic in vocabulary. Arabic has influenced some of
the languages in the Bantu and Sudanic areas, such as Swahili
and Hausa wrhich have had considerable infiltration of Arabic
vocabulary. The Bushman and Hottentot languages of South-
West Africa belong to an entirely different family, according to
the latest classification, the Khoisan family. The well-known
"clicks" are a special characteristic of these languages, and have
been borrowed by some of the South African Bantu languages.

A large proportion of Negro languages are, in varying degrees,
tonal, i.e. variations in the pitch of the voice may, and frequently
do affect the meanings of individual words and are used to

1 Compare, for instance, the fact that Swedes, Norwegians, and Danes
with some effort can understand each other's languages.